


Microsoft Demo Showcase Simulation Suite
Quick Start Guide
What is the Demo Showcase Suite?
The new Demo Showcase Suite improves upon the widely adopted Demo Showcase 2008. Based on requests from partners and utilizing capabilities of the Windows® Azure platform, this new version enables partners, the Microsoft field, and Microsoft business groups to create new simulation demos with an easy-to-use application.  In addition, the Demo Showcase Suite community site will help users find Microsoft demos and manage, share demos with others, and exchange ideas about existing demos.

What is a Simulation?
A simulation is a click through demo that a presenter uses to show the audience how a solution or product functions without having a virtual machine or product environment running.  Simulations give your audience a realistic demo that eliminates the problems with demonstrating complex setups using virtual machines.  Simulations are ‘lightweight’ and can be shared with others through the Demo Showcase web site.

How to use the Demo Showcase Suite
Navigate to the Demo Showcase Suite website: http://www.DemoShowcaseSuite.com
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All users will sign in using Windows Live ID for authentication.
1. Partners – Login with a Windows Live ID that is associated to your partner organization.  If your Windows Live ID isn’t associated to your partner account you will be directed to MSPP to make the association.  It may take up to 24 hours for the activation to occur.
1. Microsoft users - If you have a Windows Live ID login that is already associated to a partner organization in MSPP you will be authenticated.  If you do not have a Live ID associated with a partner account, you will be required to submit a request for access to the Demo Showcase site.  After you sign in with your Live ID, click the submit link to send a request for access.  The request process is a temporary measure that will be replaced by a federated authentication method in Windows Azure.
Explore the website
a. Home – This page will be accessible to all users and is designed to provide information to new users as well as enable returning users’ easy access to Featured Demos, Search, Announcements and a list of the most viewed demos.
i. News – managed by Microsoft admin to highlight news items, new features, issues, spotlight best practices, etc.
ii. Featured Demos – this section will highlight 3-5 demos that are identified by the Microsoft admin as demos users should review.  The list will rotate through a catalog of 10 demos so each time users come back they will see new content.
iii. Upload Your Demo – this function will enable you to upload a demo that you already have.  These are demos created outside of the Demo Showcase application and will not be able to take advantage of all the site features.
iv. Most Viewed Simulations – this is a list of the top viewed and downloaded demos from the site as determined by the number of views. 
v. Search – users will be able to search for demos that have been created and uploaded into the Demo Showcase environment.  Results can be limited to ‘My Simulations’ or ‘My Groups’ as necessary. 
vi. Download Demo Showcase – this button will enable the user to download the simulation creation application that is used to create the simulation demos.
b. My Dashboard – Users will manage their demos from this page including downloading, identifying favorite demos and tracking metrics around each of the demos that have been created.
i. My Simulations – this is a list of all the simulations that the user has created.  The hyperlink on the name will open a page to view the demo properties
1. Click on a Simulation to see more information about the demo.  You will be able to Preview, Download or share the demo with others.
ii. My Favorite Simulations – users can tag demos as favorites and they will appear in this section.  The hyperlink on the name will open a page to view the demo properties.
iii. My Statistics – metrics will be available here to show users how many demos they have created and how many downloads of the demos they have.  There will also be a stack ranking and highlight for the most viewed demo. 
iv. My Groups – you can limit visibility of demos you’ve created to a specific group of users.  This is very helpful if you have demos you want to share within your company but not expose to all users worldwide.
v. Most Viewed Simulations and Newest Simulations - both sections based on metrics driven from user views. 
vi. Upload a demo - Users can upload a demo that they already have.  These are demos created outside of the Demo Showcase.
c. Create a Simulation – This page is for users to search for demos and stitch them together to create a new demo from existing ones.  The Simulation stitching lets the user merge different separate simulations into one, new simulation.  This feature allows you to select from the simulations you like to create a unique simulation suited for your audience.   This option is only available for those simulations that have been created using Demo Showcase.  


Installing Demo Showcase Simulation Builder on your machine
Users will need to install the Demo Showcase Simulation Builder application in order to create simulations.  From the Demo Showcase Suite web site, log in and look for a download button:

[image: ]
d. Demo Showcase Simulation Builder will run best on Windows Vista 32 bit or Windows 7.  It is a .NET 3.5 SP1 Framework application that uses SQL Server CE to store simulation data.
e. If you do not have the .NET Framework 3.5 SP1 installed, it will install for you.
f. If you do not have SQL Server CE 3.5 SP1 installed, it will install it for you.
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Once the application has completed the installation you will have a shortcut on your desktop for the Demo Showcase Simulation Builder application.
[image: ]

Start the Demo Showcase Simulation Builder application from your desktop 
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g. [image: ]To get started you need to create a new simulation project – click on the ‘New’ button.   You will be prompted to give the project a name and a description.  These two fields will be used to identify your demo on the Demo Showcase Suite site.  You must save the new project to your local machine before beginning.  A default path is provided in your Demo Showcase folder.

h. Set Preferences – Click on Preferences.  You can set your screen capture keystrokes to whatever you want as well as the size of the screens that will appear in the application.
                     [image: ]
i. Default screen capture keystrokes are: 
i. To capture a new screen press Control-Alt-M.
ii. To capture a Rollover (hover) image press Control- Alt -H.
iii. To capture a splash screen press Control- Alt -S.

j. Start Recording! 
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k. When done capturing all screenshots Stop Recording by right clicking the icon in the system tray.
               [image: ]
l. All captured images will now be displayed in the Screen List.
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m. Click on a screen to display it in the Current Screen viewer.
n. The ‘hot spot’ will be displayed on the screen.  Expand the screen node further to see the details.
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o. By clicking in the Screen List you will see a red rectangle on the screen.  This is the hot spot. You can move and resize the rectangle by clicking and dragging the corners.  This is the location that when clicked in the demo it will advance to the next screen. 
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p. When you have collected all the screen images and identified all the hot spot locations, click Save and then click the Preview button in the toolbar to review how your simulation will work.  If you want to capture additional screens just select Record again and begin capturing.  Everything will then be included in a new Chapter.  Moving screens, deleting screens and creating new chapters can all be done within the app.

Create a script  
The application gives you the ability to create a demo script within the application that can be visible during Preview or exported as a Word doc.
q. Select the ‘Script’ tab and enter the information you want for the script.
i. Talking Points – this is to describe the story of the demo scenario
ii. Click Steps – these are the instructions for the user during the demo. This text will also show up in the Show Me mode on screen during the demo.
iii. Edit Thumbnail – You can crop the image shown in the Screenshots line to focus on where the user is going to click. The default is full screen but customize it.
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Once the script is complete you can select Print from the bottom of the screen.  

Make any additional modifications to your project and Save it.  Once you are ready to create the simulation and get the final .exe or Silverlight version of it, you MUST upload your project to the Demo Showcase Suite web site. 
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IMPORTANT - Your demo WILL NOT compile locally on your machine. You must upload the demo to Demo Showcase that is in the Windows Azure cloud.  The demo will be processed and made available immediately on your ‘My Dashboard’ page on the Demo Showcase Suite web site.  From there you can download an .exe file or Preview the demo on the site or send a Silverlight link to a colleague or customer so that they can view the demo you’ve created.





Advanced Features in Demo Showcase Simulation Builder

Add a thumbnail image for your demo
Represent your demo on the web site by assigning a cover image.  
· Click on the demo project name in the Screen List 
                              [image: ]

· Select the Thumbnail (from the drop down images) in the Simulation Properties.  This will be the image that shows on the Demo Showcase Suite community site.
                                     [image: ]


Importing additional images and screens
Users may want to import additional images or screens into the demo.  This can be used to add a cover image about the demo or include additional images that describe the demo process/product you’re presenting.  There are two options:
Import Images – Images need to be .jpg files to be recognized.
Import Simulation Screens – These are screens from a demo that you already have.

· Click Import and then Browse to the folder where the image resides and click OK.
· All the content from the selected folder will be shown in the Available Images list.
· Pick the image/screens you want and select OK.  Preview the images by clicking on them.
· Imported images will be Unassigned and show up in the Images section in the lower right.
· Click and drag the Imported image to the Screen list above and insert it where you want it.

Only .jpg images can be imported.
Note:  You can easily create .jpg images from PowerPoint slides.
	Office button – Save As – Other Formats
	Select the .jpg format and save
	Now you can browse from Demo Showcase Simulation Builder and include the new image.

Placing additional images within the simulation
Imported images will show up as Unassigned Images in the Images section.  To include in your demo:
1. Select the Chapter that you want to add the image to
2. Click Add Screen in the Chapter Actions section in the lower right corner
a. A new blank screen will be added to the Screen List
3. Click and drag the imported image onto the new blank screen – the image is now part of your demo

If you want to reposition an image in the demo
1. Select the Chapter that contains the new image
2. In the Chapter Properties section select the demo screen you want to move and use the up and down arrows to move it in the demo.
3. Don’t forget to add new hotspots to the new image.
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